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Very few Queensland primary records prior to 1860 have indexes, 
making it difficult for researchers to extract information about 
particular individuals. In response to this need, the Queensland Family 
History Society Inc. has now completed a major indexing project. 
Work began in 1983 with Society members recording names on 
specially designed cards. These were later transferred onto a computer 
database. 
In 1986 the index was endorsed by the Queensland Council of the 
Australian Bicentennial Authority. As no financial support was 
forthcoming, Queensland Family History Society published three 
name directories of the Moreton Bay Region covering the period 
1850-54 and raised $3000 towards the project. 
The index is the largest one of its kind produced in Australia. It 
uses 78 primary somrces and refers to people Uving in Queensland prior 
to separation from New South Wales in 1859. It contains 156,760 
references, Unked to 47,548 different names. All people were included, 
including women, convicts. Aboriginals, Chinese and European 
inhabitants. Each reference contains, where available, the surname, 
given names and title of each person, their gender, whether convict 
or free, the date, type and source of the reference and its location 
within the source. 
The database has been arranged so that it is possible to retrieve 
individual indexes for each source, or class of people — women. 
Aboriginals, convicts, Chinese and non-British Europeans. It is 
possible to retrieve advertisements, birth records, death and burial 
records, educational records, immigration records, land records, legal 
and marriage records and sporting results. It is possible to combine 
attributes, and, for example, obtain aU educational records for women. 
The sources indexed come from State Archives, John Oxley Library, 
the Freehold Land Titles Office and the Queensland Family History 
Society records. They include local newspapers, records of the New 
South Wales goverrmient, land transactions, naturalizations, hospital 
records, shipping passenger lists, and convict records. 
The index has been produced on microfiche accompanied by an 
illustrated booklet. It is the culmination of six year's work which, 
as a commercial production, would have cost more than a million 
dollars. 
